The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM for Windows 95, 98, NT, 2000

Version 8.0

Tender Lovin’ Care for your Cars and Trucks

INTRODUCTION

The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM (TRUCKS) is a program for keeping records of the expenses of operating and maintaining a group of vehicles. Version 8 addresses complaints and suggestions made by users of earlier versions of the program.

TRUCKS is a full-featured Windows program that has the expected Windows printing, mouse, various fonts and all of the things that make the graphical interface of Windows so popular.

CONCEPT

Version 8 is an upgrade of Version 7 with many improvements and additional features.

Windows programs need a great deal of computer power, speed and memory. TRUCKS will need about 24 megabytes (MB) of hard drive room to load the program and you should have 16 MB of random access memory (RAM) for the program to run. (Actually, you really need at least 32 MB for Windows to run properly – more is even better up to about 64 MB)

TRUCKS prints reports to Windows and Windows sends the reports to the printer that is set as the default printer for your installation. The program expects a printer that uses regular 8.5 by 11 paper and will print in “portrait” or “landscape” mode as needed.

You will also need a mouse and a color monitor set for at least 800 x 600 pixels..

TRUCKS can be installed on your hard drive, a network file server or on a high capacity drive like an Iomega ZIP or JAZZ drive. The default installation is on Drive C: and in a \VEHICLES directory.

Learning to use TRUCKS is not hard. Basically, if you know how to run Windows programs, you already know how to work your way around in TRUCKS. The menu selections, getting help, printing, etc. each work just like the other Windows programs. Menu selections are normally made with a mouse or you can use the keyboard Alt, Tab, Enter and arrow keys.

There are many places where “buttons” are shown for selecting what to do next. Generally, the Continue button will proceed to do what you have chosen. The Cancel button will simply go back to the menu with nothing done.

If you are new to your computer and to the Windows operating system, there are a number of good books on the subject to be found at your nearby computer book store. The popular “Dummies” series is highly recommended. DOS for Dummies and Windows 95 (or 98 or NT or 2000) for Dummies are chock full of good user information.

After you have installed TRUCKS, at the Windows Desktop, you will find a TLC-2000 icon and at the Start button, you will find a program group named “The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM” and selections for TLC-2000 and for Uninstall. The selection TLC-2000 is the program itself. A mouse double click here or at the TLC-2000 Desktop icon will start the program.

There is an extensive HELP system in the program. At vertually every point where data is to be entered, there is a help section that describes the kind of information that is to be entered. Help is available at each entry point by pressing the function <F1> key when your cursor is at that entry point. You will also find many Tool Tips in the program. With the mouse over an entry point, after a small delay, a small block will appear with helpful suggestions for that point in the program.

TRUCKS uses the computer date for many of the record entries and for generating the multitude of reports. It is very important that your computer time and date be set correctly. These settings are not a part of TRUCKS but time and date are handled for your computer using information set in the CMOS setup section of your computer. (See the operating manual for Windows and for your computer.)

DATES used in TRUCKS follow the Short Date setting in Windows and normally will be MM/DD/YY for most installations. You may use dates from January 1, 1950 through December 31 2049.

TRUCKS is furnished on a CD-Rom. This printed user manual is included although most of the helpful guides and instructions are in the extensive On-Line Help that is available throughout the program.

You may also open the Help Files at the selection for Help at the main menu. (See TLC Help Files on page 13.) Several selections will provide information about TLC, about TRUCKS and help with the program, How To do things as well as a description of some of the common Errors that may occur.

