Backups

It has often been said  “…it’s not a question of if your computer will fail but rather when it will fail”. Nothing can be truer than that.

Protection from loss of data due to such failure is easy. A little effort to protect your data can be beyond value if (when) the time comes that your hard drive has failed or something has caused your data to be lost.

A BACKUP of your data file is simply some form of a copy of the file. In TRUCKS, the data is stored as many tables in a Microsoft Access type file named VEHICLES.MDB   A backup copy can take many forms. TRUCKS includes a backup routine. It is a selection on the Housekeeping menu. If you select Backup, you will see a smaller window with a short menu where you can select to make a set of backup diskettes or restore your data from diskettes you have already made.

How often do you make a backup? You should establish your own schedule for making backups. The best way is to decide how much data loss you could tolerate if you have a failure. If you only enter a small amount of information, you may want to backup your file once a week. If you do more, maybe backup once a day - or even several times a day. Backups are not expensive and are good insurance against data loss.

When you back up your data, do not make the backup on the  same set of media (diskettes, tape, CD-Rom, etc.) each time. If something goes wrong in your backup operation, you do not want to overwrite the information on the medium you used the last time. Use a new set. Diskettes, tape and CD’s are now pretty inexpensive – far cheaper than the labor cost to reenter the data that could be lost.

When you make a backup, place a label on each storage meduim showing the date of the backup so that, later on, you can know what it is.

Three sets of medium is a good idea. The first time you backup, use set number 1. Next time use set number 2 and then use set number 3. Later, at the fourth time, go back to the first set and  reuse set number 1 and cycle through them again.

It is a good idea to keep one of the sets for a longer period. Maybe once a month store a set away for added safety - perhaps stored off site in case of a fire or some disaster. Remember - your data represents a lot of work.

RESTORING from diskettes made in TRUCKS is done from the same menu selection.  Just follow the prompts to insert the diskettes from a previous backup. You should be aware that the restore operation is designed to restore the data back to the same path that it came from. If you backup the data in C:\VEHICLES  the program expects to restore the data to that same C:\VEHICLES location.

As you restore your data file, if the file still exists on the hard drive, you will see a prompt to that effect and you may choose to overwrite the file from the backup or not. If you decide you want to stop restoring, press the escape key to get out of the restore operation and you can just return to the backup menu, Quit and close the window to return to the main menu screen.

Restoring from other media depends on how the backup was made. The purpose is to return the copy of your data into the directory where TRUCKS is installed.

